UNDERSTANDING GEAR OIL SPECIFICATIONS 
It is important to understand the different characteristics of gear oils to maximize equipment life. API has developed a rating system to insure that you are able to get gear oil with the proper additive package for the application. A simple explanation of the specifications is as follows: 
API Gear Oil Specifications 
· GL-1: For manual transmissions operated under mild conditions. GL-1 lubricants are made with straight mineral oil and no friction modifiers or EP (Extreme Pressure) additives. (EP additives provide extra wear protection to gear teeth.) 

· GL-5: For hypoid and other gears operated under moderate to severe conditions (high speed and/or low speed, high torque). This is the primary field service recommendation for most car and truck manufacturers. GL-5 lubricants contain EP (Extreme Pressure) additives to provide load carrying ability to wear resistance. Quality GL-5 gear oils also meet the MT-1 specifications. 

· MT-1: For non-synchronized manual transmissions used in buses and heavy duty trucks. MT-1 lubricants focus on high temperature cleanness and oil seal performance. A GL-5 / MT-1 80w90 gear oil can be used in manual transmissions where a GL-1 is specified. 

If you have additional questions about the proper lubricants to use for any application, contact your salesman or counterperson. 
