WHY OIL ANALYSIS SHOULD BE PART OF YOUR PM PROGRAM 
Knowing the condition of your oil and your engine will drastically reduce catastrophic engine failures. This will be even more important in the future as the government mandates more changes. Beginning October 1, 2002, stricter nitrous oxide requirements will be in place for all new engines. In order to accomplish this, manufacturers will be utilizing exhaust gas recirculation techniques similar to those already in place on automobiles. This will have a drastic impact on motor oils and filters because introducing exhaust gases into the engine increases soot and acidity in the crankcase. This leads to additional sludge and oxidation formation which can lead to premature filter plugging. 
Even today, an oil analysis program can determine the exact time the oil should be changed. This eliminates wasteful labor, materials and downtime which could come from changing oil prematurely. You also avoid the dangers of using oils and filters that are in a degraded condition which obviously has serious repercussions for the engine longevity. Hazardous waste in the form of used oil and filters is minimmized with an oil analysis program. You also benefit by being able to track wearing patterns in the engine. Minor repairs at this stage can often prevent major engine overhauls.
Oil analysis can detect changes in oil viscosity, percentages of water and fuel in the oil as well as the presence and concentrations of various metals in the oil. Soot and dirt concentrations are also determined.
Recently, a major national fleet did a study on the cost-effectiveness of oil analysis. They estimated the annual cost of the analysis at $20.00 per vehicle. Their estimated savings per vehicle was $836.00 annually. Any way you look at it, it has to be a great return on your investment dollars. 
For more information, ask us to contact either our Baldwin filters representative or our Castrol Heavy Duty lubricants representative for you.
